City-States of Ancient Sumer & Invaders, Traders and Empire Builders


Subject: Global Studies I

Benchmark: Ishtar Gate

Standards: 2A, 2B

TOPIC: City-States of Ancient Sumer & Invaders, Traders and Empire Builders

MAJOR IDEA: Though the Ishtar Gate dates from the Babylonian revival under King Nebuchadnezzer after 612 BCE, the gates illustrate many of the basic characteristics of all early cities and civilizations in the fertile crescent.  

SUGGESTED AIMS:
· Why did the first civilizations take root in the fertile crescent?

· Where is the fertile crescent located?

· What was the religion of the peoples of the fertile crescent and how did it express itself in their society?

· What is the Code of Hammurabi and how is it different from the way we govern today?

· What is cuneiform writing and why is it important?

· How does The Epic of Gilgamesh reflect the religion and other ideas of the people of the fertile crescent?
VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Image of a tablet containing the Code of Hammurabi written in cuneiform

· Map of Mesopotamia

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:
· Ask students to hypothesize the conditions necessary for the development of a city or permanent settlement.  Ask them to locate the fertile-crescent on a map and identify which of these characteristics it possesses.  In short, why was this a good place for people to settle?

· Ask students to consider the way that their environment influences their beliefs, actions or state of mind.  How do they feel differently on a rainy day versus a sunny one?  In what ways does their environment influence the way they look at the world?  Ask students to prepare a short paragraph to share on this topic and then ask them to read an excerpt from The Epic of Gilgamesh concerning the great flood.  How did the proximity of these civilizations to two rivers influence their writings and their way of life?  

· Life in the civilizations of the fertile crescent was characterized by frequent periods of unrest and upheaval.  Civilizations were often overrun by leaders with more advanced military technology.  Based on this, why do you think it was necessary for King Nebuchadnezzer and his son to build such a huge wall around the city of Babylon?  

· The most important architectural innovation of the ancient cities was called the ziggurat.  This was a stepped pyramid with each level becoming more narrow, but taller than the last.  This design was used mainly in religious structures to bring the priests closer to the gods in the heavens.  What do you think is represented in the religious structure you worship in (or one you have visited)?

· The Code of Hammurabi is a set of rules for all people to live by.  Some of these laws pertain to everyday life, while others are more sweeping ethical values.  Write up a list of all the laws you feel are necessary to govern a large group of people and prioritize your list.  Defend your choices to the class. 

· A river ran within the city walls of Babylon.  Why would this have been a good place to create a settlement?  How might this be dangerous?  How might it be life giving?  In what ways are we still affected by nature today?  List examples of the ways that humans have tried to overcome nature through time.  Have these efforts been successful or not?

RESOURCES:
· http://www.hist.unt.edu/ane-09.htm - Great website about the Epic of Gilgamesh

HOMEWORK:

· Imagine that you are king Nebuchadezzer and were able to design a magnificent city in any style you liked.  Keeping in mind that you need to provide access to water and food for your people and need to protect your city, draw an annotated plan of the city you would create.  

· The bricks of the outer wall of the Ishtar Gate were so well made that they were eventually robbed from the site to be reused.  It seems that the technology necessary to create such high quality bricks had been lost after the fall of Babylon.  Write a short paper explaining why this technology might have been kept a secret during Babylonian times and giving examples of the types of technology that are kept hidden today.  

· The Ishtar Gate is named after the goddess Ishtar. This life-giving woman has been connected with many later religious practices.  Research the goddess Ishtar and see what similarities you can draw in her name or her actions to other goddesses and religious figures (Esther from the Old Testament, Eostre in pagan mythology, or the actions of Persephone who returns from the underworld to bring back the spring and the light in Greek mythology.)
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